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Rabbit
Hole

Jeffie Brewer’s  
sculptures steal glances  

from their many admirers 
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ON THE COVER 
Jeffie Brewer found success after getting 
“dipped into the art world and wrung out.”
Photo by Anna Mazurek
ABOVE
Disaster City offers a variety of large- 
scale disaster simulations that prepare  
first responders for the real thing. 
Courtesy Texas A&M Engineering 
Extension Service

A Big Leap 
From 
Doodles
Colorful, whimsical animal  
sculptures across Texas escape  
from Jeffie Brewer’s workshop.

Story and photos by Anna Mazurek

Crash 
Course
In this town—population zero—
first responders from across  
the globe hone lifesaving skills.

By Bob McCullough
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B A I L E Y  A N D E R S O N  WAS  a young man when he fought in the American  
Revolution as a private with troops from South Carolina. He was in his 80s 
when he fought in the Texas Revolution. When he died in 1840, he was  
buried in Harrison County, in East Texas.

Anderson is one of 69 veterans of the American Revolution confirmed  
to be buried in Texas. Clovis H. Brakebill wrote about most of them in an 
ambitiously researched book published in 1998. You can find the full list  
and the book at the Texas Sons of the American Revolution website.

Patriots in Texas

FINISH THIS 
SENTENCE
Need a hobby? Learn to …

 Tell us how you would finish that 
sentence. Email your short responses 
to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or 
comment on our Facebook post. Include 
your co-op and town.

Here are some responses to our May 
prompt: Moms are …

Doing a million little things no one sees 
and all the big things everyone feels.
H I L A R Y  G R A H M A N N 
F AY E T T E  E C 
F L AT O N I A

The only human being who can open a 
car door while carrying a child, a bag of 
groceries and a purse and be talking on 
her cell at the same time.
B J  M AY O 
C O N C H O  VA L L E Y  E C 
M I L E S

The thread that holds everything 
together.
C L A D Y  P A U L  P A G E 
J A S P E R - N E W T O N  E C 
K I R B Y V I L L E

The ones you still reach for without 
thinking.
J A M E S  V O Y L E S  
C H E R O K E E  C O U N T Y  E C 
T Y L E R 

Visit our website to see more responses.

 Contests and More
$500 RECIPE CONTEST 
Holiday Traditions

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS 
Ride the Rails

WIN OPAL LEE BOOKS
Enter online to win two signed 
illustrated children’s books about 
Opal Lee’s life.

ENTER
ONLINE

currents

Simple Dimples
A New York woman applied for a patent 
in 1921 for a spring-loaded device that 
pressed rubber tips into users’ cheeks to 
create faux dimples. Something to think 
about July 9, National Dimples Day.
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 W R I T E  T O  U S
letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power 
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701 

Please include your electric co-op  
and town. Letters may be edited for  
clarity and length.

 Texas Co-op Power

Hooked These Readers
There was perfect timing with the photo 
of Blue Hole (above) capturing a large 
catfish resting on a ledge [Wet Texas,  
May 2026].

Kathy Smith
Trinity Valley EC
Kaufman

There appears to be a large flathead  
catfish swimming. As an avid fisherman, 
this caught my attention.

Drew Douglas
Trinity Valley EC
Athens

Finding Fossils
I have all my life had fun searching  
for arrowheads and fossils in Texas  
[He Kept Digging, May 2026].

Glenn Snyder
Fannin EC
Blue Ridge

We Wuz Informed
The winner of your My favorite Texas 
saying … Finish This Sentence feature 
was a bit too cleaned up from the original 
[May 2026]. I can still, after 80-some 
years, hear my father saying, “The sun 
has riz, the sun has set, and we ain’t left 
Texas yet.”

Jim Evans 
Victoria EC
Schertz

A Red Flag?
There is a picture of a lady refilling her 
hummingbird feeders with red-colored 
water [Fast and Curious, April 2026]. I 
have always been told to never use red 
dye in the water.

Deborah Earnest
Sam Houston EC
Dayton

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Author Sheryl Smith-Rodgers 
explains, “It’s highly recommended that you 
don’t use red dye. The Browns say they add 
only a drop or two to each gallon of sugar 
water mixture, and that’s so they can see the 
water levels in their feeders.”

M AY  2 0 2 6   Wet Texas

 “ �What excellent photos by 
Erich Schlegel. It was a 
delight to enjoy the vistas of 
the western part of our state 
and share its beauty.”

M A R T H A  E V E R M A N  J O N E S 
V I C T O R I A  E C 
V I C T O R I A
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ometimes success looks like a 10-foot-tall teal 
bunny.

That was the case for Jeffie Brewer: “You 
struggle as an artist for a long time to get a foot-
ing and get a break, and then you get the break.”

His break was that bunny design. 
The whimsical, minimalist metalwork changed the 

course of his career—and ultimately his life—nearly 20 
years ago. And so today, a version of the bunny stands guard 
outside Brewer’s studio on the outskirts of Nacogdoches, 
where the artist’s creations are dreamed up, brought to life 
and shipped all over the world with the help of a small team.

Decades before any of that, Brewer’s path to finding his 
artistic voice took a long and winding path that began in  
his father’s junkyard in Palestine. “I had always been the  
kid who drew and made stuff,” he says.

But after a failed attempt at “making it big”—maybe as a 
comedian—in Los Angeles at 18, he moved back home and 
studied at a few different colleges before earning a Bachelor  
of Fine Arts from Sam Houston State University, where a 
final-semester class sparked his interest in sculpture. 

He completed two master’s degrees in art at Stephen F. 
Austin State University while searching for his artistic voice. 
After graduation, Brewer stayed in Nacogdoches to teach at 
his alma mater in the late 1990s. He taught a variety of 
courses, including art appreciation, painting and 3D design. 

His artistic style bounced “all over the place,” he says, 
including painting, drawing and using a plasma cutter to  
cut shapes out of steel. 

Jeffie Brewer in his Nacogdoches 
studio with his colorful critters—all 
descendants of an oversized teal 
bunny he sculpted 20 years ago.

Colorful, whimsical animal  
sculptures across Texas escape  
from Jeffie Brewer’s workshop

S T O R Y  A N D  P H O T O S  B Y  A N N A  M A Z U R E K

A  B I G   L E A P  F R O M

DOODLES

SS

DOODLES
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“At my core, I’m a redneck kid who got dipped into the  
art world and wrung out,” he says. “The real shift happened 
when I stopped making art for other people and just made 
what interested me.”

In 2004, he raised his nephew for a year while the child’s 
parents were stationed overseas in the military. 

“His parents were both in Afghanistan and Iraq. Having 
this kid around changed my philosophy of how I made and 
worked in art,” Brewer says. “I made a little bit more of a 
jump toward figurative, representational sorts of things.” 

Birds were a common theme during this period, but he 
later started doodling bunnies while working at his wife’s 
advertising agency. 

When Brewer returned to working in steel after a two- 
year hiatus, the first thing he made was a bird, inspired by 
his drawings, to put in the arboretum beside his office in  
the SFA art department. It was stolen a week later, inspiring 
Brewer to make a new sculpture that was “too big to steal.” 
His next design—that giant 3D bunny—was inspired by  
his mindless doodling. 

“The bird had been just a cut-plate steel piece, but with 
the bunny, I saw a chance to try something different, some-
thing with more dimension and presence,” Brewer says.

The bunny was an instant hit—a “eureka moment” for him. 
“I got to see how people interacted with it, and it revolution-
ized the way that I thought about art,” says Brewer, who 
wants people of all ages to walk away from his work feeling 
something.

On a whim, Brewer entered the bunny in a South Carolina 
public art show. He won, and that got him mentioned in The 
New York Times. The bunny made an appearance in New 
Orleans, putting him on the radar of the world-renowned 
Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Arkansas, which 
included his work in a later show. 

“After that, it’s been chaos,” Brewer says. He kept his foot 
on the gas, leading to increased exposure, commissions and 
new animal designs, including armadillos, giraffes, cats and 
crocodiles.

He made the leap to full-time artist in 2019 and has a team 
of four full-time assistants, including two SFA grads. At any 

“The real shift happened when I stopped making art  
for other people and just made what interested me.”
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given time, his team is working 
on four to eight projects—among 
them an 8-foot-tall purple kitty or 
an 8-foot hot pink wiener dog. His 
three real dogs, Olive, Odie and 
Vinnie, are always on hand to 
provide emotional support. 

Brewer’s work is evenly split 
between commercial and univer-
sity clients, galleries (his work is 
in a dozen across the country), 
and personal commissions from 

individuals. His large pieces sell for tens of thousands of 
dollars, and smaller pieces available on his website go for 
about $200.

In 2024, Brewer and his wife, Angie, self-published a  
colorful soft-cover photo book, Joy Machine, that show-
cases his sculptures.

Every piece is made at his rural workshop across from a 
cow pasture. A rusted steel gate with the silhouette of five  
of his famous bunny designs leads to a tree-lined driveway, 
a sculpture trail really, with an 8-foot purple robot 
and other artwork scattered in the nearby woods. 

One of his most notable permanent public works 
in Texas is the 12-foot-tall purple bull that stands in 
front of a water tower on State Highway 46 in Boerne. 
Others include 58 sculptures at the Bark Yard dog 
park in Allen—where his 30-foot dog collar is used 
as a shade structure—and the yellow armadillo out-
side Covenant Children’s Hospital in Lubbock.

“Lubbock loves Jeffie,” says Elizabeth Grigsby,  
the executive director of the Lubbock Arts Alliance. 

She first discovered Brewer’s work more than a 
decade ago while serving on a committee to select art 
to display along highways. Since then, his work has 
appeared in the Lubbock Arts Festival and twice 
along intersections. One piece was a 13-foot-tall  
pink flamingo designed to celebrate an art donor’s 
100th birthday (Brewer also made a smaller version 
for her assisted living facility that she decorates for  
each season).

“What I find most interesting about Jeffie’s art-
work is that when you look at it, you immediately 
know what it’s meant to represent—there’s no  
confusion about the subject,” Grigsby says. “Yet it’s 
presented in such a unique, colorful and stylistic 
manner that it captures your imagination. He blends 
clarity with imagination so that the work feels both 
playful and sophisticated.”

Constructing a 500-pound metal bunny is no easy 
feat. While Brewer, a member of Deep East Texas 
Electric Cooperative, initially drew his animal 
designs by hand, he now creates them digitally. The 
files are sent to a local laser cutter, which trims the 
figures out of metal. The larger pieces are usually 

made from steel for durability, while the smaller ones are 
aluminum. 

“We have to build an inside structure and then wrap it 
and then we have to meticulously weld it all out,” Brewer 
explains about the multiweek process. “And then go back 
and grind all the welds off so it looks seamless.” 

The final step is powder coating the pieces to add his sig-
nature bright colors. Brewer initially hand-painted all his 
sculptures with a waterborne enamel before switching to 
powder coating for its longevity. He still hand-paints pieces 
upon request. “I’m a big fan of the teal,” says Brewer, noting 
that blue shades are the most requested, followed by red.

As he continually ships pieces to clients across the country 
with the help of his staff, he says he still can’t wrap his head 
around his success. He’s just glad to be able to do this work.

“I don’t have a master plan or some big vision board. I just 
want to keep working, keep building and see where it takes 
me,” he says. “As long as I’m able to make things that connect 
with people and keep the lights on, I’m happy.” D

OPPOSITE Brewer grinds 
the edges of a steel 
sculpture at his rural 
workshop across from 
a cow pasture.

BELOW Larger pieces, 
like the robot along 
Brewer’s driveway, 
are usually made from 
steel for durability. He 
uses aluminum for the 
smaller ones.
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WHAT KEVIN PRICE SAW in July 2025 cannot 
be re-created: trees ripped from the ground and entire struc-
tures effortlessly swept away by the Guadalupe River as it 
rose 34 feet, devastating communities in the Hill Country 
and killing more than 135.

What came next he had seen before: a carefully coordi-
nated search-and-rescue effort. Those skills and strategies 
are carefully replicated and reinforced on a continual basis 
at a training complex unlike any other in the world on the 
outskirts of College Station.

Welcome to Disaster City, part of the Texas A&M Engi-
neering Extension Service, called TEEX. Price is a training 
manager there. The city’s “mayor”—Scott Salter, rescue 
program director—says it’s dedicated to preparing first 
responders, rescue technicians and emergency manage-
ment professionals in the most challenging and chaotic 
environments imaginable.

“Disaster City provides realistic, high-fidelity disaster 
simulations so responders can develop the skills, confidence 
and teamwork needed to protect communities when they’re 
in need,” Salter says. “It’s one-of-a-kind in scale, complexity 
and realism. While other states operate regional training 

B Y  B O B  M C C U L L O U G H

In this town—population zero—first responders  
from across the globe hone lifesaving skills

   CRASH 

centers or individual rescue props, no other facility combines 
the size, diversity of environments and multidisciplinary 
training elements found at Disaster City.” 

The facility is widely recognized as the premier urban 
search-and-rescue training site in the U.S. and one of the 
most advanced in the world, Salter says.

TEEX built Disaster City in the late 1990s to meet a growing 
need. It was an outgrowth of the intense training program for 
firefighters that dates back to 1929, when the State Firefighters’ 
and Fire Marshals’ Association of Texas chose Texas A&M 
University as the site for a permanent school for firefighters.

Salter says two events proved to be the tipping point for 
the establishment of Disaster City: the 1993 New York World 
Trade Center below-ground parking lot bombing and the 
1995 federal building bombing in downtown Oklahoma City. 
Such large-scale emergencies required better planning and 
better strategies than had been available.

“Texas has also faced many major disasters,” Salter says. 
“The most prominent in recent years include the widespread 
2011 wildfires, the 2013 fertilizer plant explosion in West, 
Hurricane Harvey flooding in 2017, and multiple oil refinery 
and chemical plant incidents along the Gulf Coast.” A
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Optaquun dipsam, cuptatia volento id minihil 
eatur. Ut di doluptatur, volupta aut ratusant hiciis 
el maximol essimus ciminia volorum id que 
excerae.

OPPOSITE Technical training 
at Texas A&M Engineering 
Extension Service’s 
Disaster City prepares 
crews to safely perform 
high-angle rescues, 
rappelling and patient 
recovery using specialized 
rope systems and 
protective equipment.

THIS PAGE Campus 
exercises simulate real-
world emergencies such as 
vehicle recovery and victim 
extraction, helping teams 
build readiness for complex 
crises.
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Disaster City’s Building 137, or the Rescue Building, is the 
hub of the 52-acre complex. This “city hall” houses classrooms, 
offices and support facilities. It’s also the gateway to the disas-
ter response training complex.

Dotting the landscape are multiple collapsed buildings that 
simulate damage from earthquakes and bombings. There’s a 
passenger train derailment, complete with a locomotive and a 
heap of train cars. There’s a crashed aircraft fuselage. There are 
underground tunnels, rubble piles, and structures used for 
breaching-and-breaking training. And that’s just a sampling of 
the chaotic conditions that confront trainees.

“The true strength of Disaster City lies in the diverse training 
props available to instructors,” says Kevin Farmer, a 20-year 
firefighter, paramedic and instructor with the nearby Bryan 
Fire Department. “Disaster City allows us to simulate some of 
the most complex and challenging rescue scenarios imaginable 
and to test our team to its full capability.”

Basic to the rescue of disaster victims in all sorts of circum-
stances is expertise in the use of ropes. Trainees must master 
knot-tying and rigging and even understand the physics 
involved in the successful use of ropes to save lives. Grasping 
these fundamental principles leads to almost 100 specialized 
courses in technical rescue and disaster response.

The school offers a Federal Emergency Management Agency 
canine course that trains dogs and handlers. There’s also a 
spokesperson training course that teaches how to communi-
cate with an anxious public in the aftermath of a disaster. 

“Among the rescue courses we offer, the structural collapse, 
rope/confined space and swift water/floodwater consistently 
attract the largest number of participants,” Salter says. “Each 
year, more than 22,000 responders—representing Texas, the 
broader United States and international partners—partici-
pate in hands-on and computer-based training with TEEX 
and Disaster City. This diverse group includes firefighters, 
law enforcement officers, emergency managers, military 
personnel and international rescue teams preparing for 
deployment.”

Disaster City has helped Texas lead the way in standard-
izing urban search-and-rescue training; improving com- 
munication through joint exercises involving fire, emergency 
medical services, law enforcement and public works; and 
enhancing flood and wide-area search protocols.

“After the July 4 Hill Country flooding, Disaster City 
played a major support role by providing highly trained 
wide-area search personnel,” Salter says. “They assisted 
local authorities with searching in inaccessible flood zones, 
documentation of damaged infrastructure and debris field 
analysis, to name a few of their many contributions. 

THINK THROUGH  
THE UNTHINKABLE
The Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service 
encourages all Texans to take important pre-
paredness steps before disaster strikes. Small 
actions today can significantly improve survival 
odds and resilience during a disaster.

• 	�Have a 72-hour emergency kit with water, 
medications, flashlights and essential 
documents.

• 	�Create a family communications plan that 
includes meeting points and emergency 
contacts.

• 	�Be aware of potential hazards—whether 
flooding, wildfires, severe storms or indus-
trial risks—and sign up for local alerts.

• 	�Map basic evacuation routes, whether the 
threat is a hurricane or a wildfire.

• �	�Never assume you’ll have time to prepare 
during an emergency. Start now!

OPPOSITE First responders remove a mock 
victim from a train car.

RIGHT  Disaster City, built more than 25 years 
ago, allows students to practice shoring 
operations, breaching collapsed structures 
and locating survivors under rubble.
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“Those responders that deployed to the Hill Country had 
been trained by TEEX at Disaster City, allowing agencies to 
work together seamlessly under extreme conditions.”

Kevin Price was one of those responders. The TEEX 
instructor spent a week amid the devastation and came 
away amazed by the immensity of what he saw: nature’s 
forces and the power of teamwork that came next. 

Salter, an El Paso native who spent the early part of his 
career fighting fires in North Carolina, was among an inter-
national contingent of hundreds of responders who wit-
nessed firsthand the pain and misery caused by the swollen 
Guadalupe and its tributaries a year ago. 

Yet the disaster that remains foremost in his mind and  
the one that truly motivates him to help others is Hurricane 
Matthew, which struck North Carolina in 2016. The Category 
1 storm caused catastrophic flooding that submerged neigh-
borhoods, cut off highways and overwhelmed infrastructure.

“Working in that environment—swift water, debris-filled 
currents, compromised structures—was a stark reminder 
that disaster conditions don’t have to be extreme on paper to 
be devastating,” he says. “It also reinforced the importance 
of training responders in wide-area search, flood rescue and 
interagency coordination.”

Year-round Salter and his team help students respond to 
known disasters. But they’re also preparing for the disasters 
we haven’t seen yet. “As threats evolve, our training must 
evolve with them,” he says. “Thus, we are actively exploring 
several next-generation rescue and disaster scenarios.”

These include subterranean rescues in transportation 
tunnels and utility conduits; wind turbine rescues; acci-
dents involving lithium batteries; and advanced industrial 
rescues focused on petrochemical, rail and energy industry 
emergencies.

“Our goal is to remain ahead of emerging risks and to 
ensure Disaster City continues to be the nation’s premier 
training environment,” Salter says.

He believes Disaster City’s greatest accomplishment is its 
role in transforming how responders train for large-scale, 
complex emergencies. They’ve also helped create a com-
mon language and operational standards for search-and-
rescue teams, enabling agencies that had never trained 
together to operate seamlessly during real disasters. 

But his greatest satisfaction still comes from seeing people 
arrive at Disaster City as students and leave as confident, 
highly skilled rescuers.

“Watching them push through difficult, exhausting train-
ing and then applying those skills in a real disaster is incred-
ibly rewarding,” Salter says. “But there’s even deeper 
satisfaction knowing that our work strengthens the entire 
community. When a responder leaves Disaster City better 
prepared, that capability extends to every person they may 
someday help—neighbors, co-workers, total strangers. 

“Being part of that chain of impact is what drives me 
every day.” D



14  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   JULY 2026 TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251 
advertising@TexasCoopPower.comAcross Town  |  Across Texas

Marketplace

www.roofover.com

STEEL MOBILE HOME ROOFING 

PERMA-ROOF OFFERS: 

CALL NOW! 
1-800-633-8969 

Built for Strength. 
Designed for Life. 

•  Eliminates Leaks & Roof Rumble 
•  Maintenance-Free 
•  Lifetime Warranty 
•  Save on Utilities 
•  Expert Installation 

Shop now
TexasCoopPower.com/shop

Gift Shop
Find Texas Treasures

«  Seldom-Seen, $2 Bills Make up Less Than 1%  
of All Paper Currency

«  Face Depicts Thomas Jefferson, Author of the 
Declaration of Independence

«  Back Features a Rendition of John Trumbull’s 
Masterpiece Painting Declaration of Independence

« FREE Shipping!

Mail Coupon Today! Mail Coupon Today! 
For Faster Service Visit: LittletonCoin.com/RespondFor Faster Service Visit: LittletonCoin.com/Respond

You’ll also receive a handpicked trial selection  
of  fascinating coins from our No-Obligation  
Coins-on-Approval Service, from which you may 
purchase any or none of the coins – return balance within 
15 days – with option to cancel at any time.

Offer Code: 54W100

FREE!FREE! $2 Bill in Uncirculated Condition $2 Bill in Uncirculated Condition
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REQUEST MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 7 DAYS

Special Offer for New Customers Only Ages 18+

Name _________________________________

Address _____________________Apt #______

City _________________  State___ Zip ________

E-Mail _________________________________

Please print clearly

❏YES! Please send me the following:✓

QTY  DESCRIPTION TOTAL

1  $2 Note (limit 1) FREE!

Shipping FREE!

TOTAL FREE!

!

Littleton Coin Company 

Offer Code: 54W100
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd 
Littleton NH 03561-3737

Mail 
to:

E-news

Sign up now
TexasCoopPower.com/join
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BUILT FOR ONE
JOB: YOURS
AMERICA’S #1 
FIELD & BRUSH MOWER
 POWER PACKED with engines up to 27 HP
 CUT DOWN ALMOST ANYTHING, from 3" thick saplings to 8' weeds
 LARGEST SELECTION of commercial, walk-, and tow-behind models available

Toll-Free: 800-717-6278  |  FREE SHIPPING Options Available

PRO XL30
Get More Power and Selection 
with a DR® Field & Brush Mower

Shop DRPower.com Today

$500 OFF! Contact us TODAY for big savings 
with this limited-time offer.

FROM 
$9,995

INSTALLED 

AFFORDABLE
BATHROOM 
REMODEL

FROM
$129PER 

MONTH

Lifetime Warranty
Custom Sizes Available

100% Financing Available
A+ BBB Rating

Good Contractors List

Trusted by Texans for Over 20 Years
Tubs and Showers Made in America

Visit Our Texas Showroom

CALL FOR MORE INFO
682-205-3532 • 877-416-5289   
bestbuywalkintubs.com
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M E S S A G E  
F R O M 
G E N E R A L 
MANAG E R / 
C E O

K AT H I 
C A LV E R T

Houston County EC News

T H I S  Y E A R  I S  a landmark birthday for our nation— 
250 years since the signing of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. This is an opportunity to reflect on why 
we are proud to be Americans and the freedoms we 
enjoy. The U.S. and the electric co-ops that serve it 
have similarities in the principles we’re governed 
by.

One membership, one vote. This simple edict 
describes a fundamental element of the way cooper-
atives operate and is one of the Seven Cooperative 
Principles—Democratic Member Control.

Our country’s founding principles resound within 
your electric co-op’s structure and election process. 
Each year, as part of Houston County Electric Coop-
erative’s annual meeting, members vote on director 
candidates—your co-op decision-makers. We put 
the decision of who should serve on our board in 
your hands.

Representative democracy is crucial to the co-op 
way, which is deeply rooted in goodwill and equality 
and maintains an overarching vision that benefits 
us all. That’s the cooperative difference.

Autonomy and Independence is another coopera-
tive principle we hold dear at Houston County EC. 

Our members, directors, employees and the services 
we provide are 100% within the nine East Texas 
counties we serve. We are governed locally by our 
members, independent of outside investor influ-
ences. As a member, you are a local business-owner, 
and we strive to meet the needs of our members.

We honor the trust of our members through judi-
cious use of funds and know that integrity rivals 
electricity as our most precious resource. Without 
the confidence of our membership, we cease to oper-
ate effectively.

Finally, as July Fourth nears, consider the princi-
ple of Voluntary and Open Membership. Houston 
County EC is open to all, without gender, social, 
racial, political or religious discrimination. Perhaps 
there is no higher or more patriotic tenet to uphold. 
In times of strife or discord, these unifying princi-
ples provide comfort and inspiration and remind us 
of all that unites us.

As we stand side by side with our members and 
neighbors, this Independence Day we honor our 
history and the spirit of cooperation that conceived 
this great nation. D

Celebrate America’s 
Big Birthday and 
Co-op Principles   
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HCEC HEADQUARTERS COLORING CONTEST WINNERS

JULIANNA STOWE, CROCKETT
7 YEARS OLD

JACK HENDERSON, GRAPELAND
7 YEARS OLD

ADALIE BARRETT, GROVETON
7 YEARS OLD

OWEN HENDERSON, GRAPELAND
9 YEARS OLD

HARPER AVERY, LOVELADY
10 YEARS OLD

CASH CARROLL, LATEXO
8 YEARS OLD

EMMIE LOU KYLE, LOVELADY
7 YEARS OLD

BEAU LYONS, MADISONVILLE
7 YEARS OLD

ELLENORE DAVIS,  ELKHART
7 YEARS OLD

THE WINNERS WILL HAVE THEIR 
ARTWORK DISPLAYED IN THE HCEC 

LOBBY!
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FREESTONE
COUNTY

ANGELINA
COUNTY

TRINITY
COUNTY

WALKER
COUNTY

MADISON
COUNTY

CHEROKEE
COUNTY

HOUSTON
COUNTY

ANDERSON
COUNTY

LEON
COUNTY

As an electric cooperative, Houston County Electric 
Cooperative is guided by an elected board of direc-
tors that represents its members’ best interests when 
making important decisions. 

Being a member of the co-op’s board is an incredibly important 
position in the community. A director’s decisions will impact 
issues such as service rates, capital credits allocations and 
retirements, and work plans.

This position holds great responsibility and requires men 
and women who understand the needs of our communities and 
are willing and able to serve. Any co-op member who meets the 
qualifications listed under Article 6, Section 6.01, of the cooper-
ative’s bylaws, is eligible to run for the board. Houston County 
EC holds elections in September, prior to the annual meeting.

Director Elections
Our board is a democratically elected body—elected by the 
members and for the members. 

Houston County EC will hold an election for the board mem-
bers representing Houston County District 1 (incumbent Wil-
liam Emmons), Madison County District (incumbent Mary 
“Pearl” Adams) and District At-Large (incumbent Dan Courm-
ier) at the annual meeting to be held in October. 

As a member, if you are interested in running for a director 
position to represent Houston County District 1, the Madison 
County District or District At-Large, you will need to complete 
a petition. Petitions are available at the HCEC office as of July 1. 
Petitions must be returned to the HCEC office in Crockett by 4 
p.m. July 24. For more information, contact HCEC at (936) 544-
5641. D

Becoming a Co-op Director
Here’s what you need to know
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Director Qualifications
Article 6, Section 6.01  |  A Director or Director candidate must comply with this bylaw

A N Y  M E M B E R  interested in serving and meeting the qualifica-
tions to serve as a director may visit our office to obtain a nomi-
nating petition. A member may be nominated for a director 
election by written petition executed by 50 of the district mem-
bers that would be represented by the director. 

Director Qualifications 
a.	 if nominated, agrees to serve as a Director if elected; 
b.	 be a Member, that is an individual, in good standing with 

the Cooperative, having his or her primary residence for at 
least one year in the Director District that he or she would 
represent. The Board shall make a fact determination of 
primary residence based on factors including voter registra-
tion, homestead exemption, other public records, and Elec-
tric Service history. The Board shall serve as an arbiter of 
any disputes over primary residence; 

c.	 may not have been convicted of a misdemeanor involving 
moral turpitude or a felony pursuant to Law; 

d.	 may not be an employee or may not have been an employee 
of the Cooperative in the prior six (6) years; 

e.	 if nominated, agrees not to seek employment by the Coop-
erative or a Cooperative Subsidiary during the three (3) 
years immediately after ceasing to be a Director;

f.	 may not be employed by or financially interested in an 
enterprise that may be entitled to sell electric energy to a 
Member;

g.	 may not be a party in a mediation, arbitration, lawsuit, or 
other legal action against or brought by the Cooperative 
while a Director or during the one year immediately before 
becoming a Director;

h.	 may not currently be the subject of a bankruptcy proceed-
ing under the laws of the United States of America;

i.	 may not be or may not have a Close Relative who is, a repre-
sentative, agent, officer, or in any way employed or compen-
sated by a labor organization that is the recognized 
bargaining representative for any unit of the Cooperative’s 
employees or by an affiliate of any such labor organization;

j.	 may not be a Close Relative of a Director or Employee of the 
Cooperative;

k.	 except as otherwise provided by the Board for good cause, 
attend at least a majority of all Board meetings during each 
twelve (12) month period;

l.	 except as otherwise provided by the Board for good cause, 
attend educational courses and/or obtain certifications 
related to serving as a Director of a nonprofit electric coop-
erative; and

m.	 complete and sign a certification/disclosure form approved 
by the Board concerning conflicts of interest and these 
Director Qualifications. An existing Director shall complete 
and sign the certification/disclosure form annually. 

For the convenience of our members considering running  
for a director position, the required forms are available at the 
Houston County EC office. The petition may be obtained any 
weekday during normal business hours. HCEC personnel will 
provide instructions for preparation of the petition. Petitions 
are available beginning July 1. Official petitions must be com-
pleted and delivered in person to the cooperative office. No 
petitions will be accepted after 4 p.m. July 24. 

All director candidates will appear on the ballots to be mailed 
to residents of each respective district on or about August 31. 
The candidate with the most votes will win the election. Ballots 
will not be mailed if the election is declared uncontested by the 
nominating committee, and the board will deem the sole direc-
tor candidate elected. D
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without heating up your bill
Summer heat is here—and your air conditioner 

is likely working  overtime. In fact, cooling 
your home can account for over half of  your 

electric bill during the hottest months. Stay 
cool while  keeping costs down with our energy-

saving tips for summer.

KEEP YOUR COOL
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BREEZE THROUGH SUMMER WITH OUR ENERGY-SAVING TIPS:

keep your cool in the kitchen
Skip the extra heat! Ovens and stovetops can 
warm up your home, causing your AC to work 

harder to keep it cool. Sandwiches, salads, 
and slow-cooker meals are great alternatives.

hang out and save
Take savings outside—cold water washing and 

line drying can help lower energy use.

78 degrees of savings
A few degrees can make a big difference on 

your bill.

fan the flames of savings
Fans can help you feel cooler without 

overworking your AC.

throw shade on your electric bill
Keep sunlight out to help stop unwanted heat 

from warming your home.

If you want to save on your electric 
bill, it helps to know how and when 
you use energy. With your online HCEC 
account, you can check your daily 
electricity use using the usage tracker. 
This makes it simple to notice patterns, 
make small changes, and find ways to 
save energy and money. 
 
You can check your account anytime 
at ebiz.houstoncountyelec.com from 
your computer, smartphone, or tablet. 
For even more convenience, download 
the myHCEC mobile app to track your 
energy use wherever you are. Knowing 
your energy habits is a simple way to 
manage your electric bill. If you have 
questions, call us Monday to Friday, 8 
am to 5 pm, at 936-544-5641. 
 
To set up your online account, go to 
ebiz.houstoncountyelec.com in your 
web browser. Have your base account 
number ready (everything before the 
three-digit sub-account number, like 
001 or 002), and the last four digits of 
your SSN.

BRIGHT 
IDEA

SCAN HERE FOR MORE 
ENERGY-SAVINGS TIPS 

FROM ENERGY.GOV
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Texas USA

Shooting to the Top
Honky-tonk singer Al Dexter wrote his way to fame and fortune

B Y  C L AY  C O P P E D G E  •  I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y  E R I C  K I T T E L B E R G E R

O N E  O F  T H E  top-selling records of 1943 was by East 
Texas honky-tonk singer and musician Al Dexter. 
His recording of Pistol Packin’ Mama—a catchy, 
danceable diversion for a war-weary country—hit 
the top of the pop and country charts. 

Bing Crosby, accompanied by the Andrews Sisters, 
also had a hit with the song in 1943. Frank Sinatra 
sang Pistol Packin’ Mama for 14 straight weeks on 
the Your Hit Parade radio show. Roy Rogers, Glenn 
Miller and Harry James released covers in 1944,  
even as Life magazine declared Dexter’s claim to 
fame “a national earache.” Hollywood took advan-
tage of the song’s popularity with a 1943 movie of 
the same name. 

Within six months of its release, Dexter’s original 
version sold 1 million copies and would go on to  
sell 2 million more. Pistol Packin’ Mama paved an 
unlikely path for Dexter that led him from Jackson-
ville, Texas, where he was born Clarence Albert  
Poindexter on May 4, 1902, to fame and fortune. 

Dexter’s musical journey began in the 1920s when 
he managed to squeeze out a living by performing  
in East Texas. His first band was an all-Black combo 
consisting of a saxophone, piano, bass and drums. 
He told writer Nick Tosches that none of the white 
musicians he approached at that time wanted to 
play with him. 

“They wanted to play Benny Goodman stuff, that 
kind of music,” he said. Later, he put together a band 
for a honky-tonk near Longview, where his rollick-
ing, barrelhouse sound caught the attention of the 
American Record Corp. label. 

“The record company said they could not pay 
much royalty on records that sold for 16 cents 
wholesale,” he recalled, “but I said I would take  
it, as I’m not doing much anyway right now.”

Dexter’s first hit, Honky Tonk Blues, which he 
co-wrote with James B. Paris, is often cited as the 
first song to use the term “honky-tonk.” His biogra-
phy on AllMusic acknowledges his contribution to 
the honky-tonk genre but adds: “The popular theory 
that Dexter actually coined the term can be blown 
full of holes; he had never heard of honky-tonk 
before his songwriting partner James B. Paris sug-
gested it as a title in 1936.”

In 1975, Dexter told Tosches how he came to write 
his million-dollar contribution to the American 

songbook. The genesis of Pistol Packin’ Mama, he 
said, occurred at a tavern, the Roundup Club in 
Turnertown, east of Tyler, which Dexter happened  
to own. 

“I had a bunch of girls workin’, and there was a 
little cross-eyed fellow who brought a girl in one 
night by the name of Jo Ann, and he asked me if I’d 
give her a job,” Dexter said. “The next day three or 
four women came up in the same V-8 Ford that little 
cross-eyed feller drove up in the day before, and 
they’re looking for Jo Ann.

“Jo Ann, she always said, ‘I love that little cross-
eyed man.’ She didn’t know he was a married man.” 

Dexter sold the Turnertown bar not long afterward, 
but he met up with Jo Ann again two or three years 
later, in 1942, when he was in another honky-tonk, 
trying to come up with a new song and listening to 
the jukebox playing the Bob Wills megahit Take Me 
Back to Tulsa. He noted the eight-bar chorus, eight-
bar verse, eight-bar chorus structure and vowed to 
write a song with a similar arrangement. 

“So I’m sittin’ there, watching things happen, and 
in came this gal Jo Ann,” he said. “She’s scratched up 
and she looks like she’s been fightin’ with wildcats.” 
Jo Ann explained to Dexter how the wife of the cross-
eyed man had chased her through brush, brambles 
and barbed wire with a gun. 

Said Dexter: “So I got the idea, ‘Lay that pistol 
down, babe, lay that pistol down.’ Got a woman after 
ya with a gun, you can’t outrun the darned thing, so 
you gotta beg her to lay it down. So I went out to the 
car and started writin’ these lyrics. I sang it over and 
over so I wouldn’t forget it, and then I had my song.” 

That was the first of many. Twelve of Dexter’s 
songs—all recorded from 1943 to 1948 and most of 
which he wrote—sold a million copies each. He was 
inducted into the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame 
in 1971 and posthumously into the Texas Country 
Music Hall of Fame in 2010. 

Dozens of contemporary performers, including Mac 
Wiseman, John Prine, Ronnie Milsap, Glen Campbell 
and Willie Nelson, have introduced Pistol Packin’ 
Mama and other Dexter songs to new generations of 
listeners. The fates of Jo Ann and the little cross-eyed 
man who inspired the tune are unknown. D
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Discover this spectacular 6½-carat green  
treasure from Mount St. Helens!

For almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At 10,000 
feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when the beast 

awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St. Helens erupted, 
sending up an 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From that chaos, something 
beautiful emerged… our spectacular Helenite Necklace. 

Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic rock 
of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green creation 
has captured the eye of jewelry designers worldwide. 
Today you can wear this massive 6½-carat stunner 
for only $99!

Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite Necklace 
puts the green stone center stage, with a faceted 
pear-cut in a luxurious gold-finished setting. The 
explosive origins of the stone are echoed in 
the flashes of light that radiate as the piece 
swings gracefully from its 18" luxurious 
gold-finished chain. Today the 
volcano sits quiet, but this unique 
piece of American natural 
history continues to erupt with 
gorgeous green fire.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home the Helenite 
Necklace and see for yourself. If you are not completely 
blown away by the rare beauty of this exceptional stone, 
simply return the necklace within 30 days for a full refund 
of your purchase price.         

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

JEWELRY SPECS: 
- 6 ½ ctw Helenite in gold-finished setting 
- 18" gold-finished chain

Meet the Beauty 
in the Beast

14091 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HNN260-07  
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Helenite Necklace (6 ½ ctw)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Only  $99 +S&P 
Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $99 +S&P
Helenite Set $198  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Call-in price only $99 +S&P 
(Set includes necklace and earrings)

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer .  

1-800-333-2045
Promotional Code HNN260-07 
Please mention this code when you call. 

Limited to the first 600 orders  
from this ad only

“My wife received more 
compliments on this stone 

on the first day she wore it 
than any other piece of jewelry 

I’ve ever given her.”

- J. from Orlando, FL
Stauer Client

Necklace 
enlarged to 
show luxurious 
color.

EXCLUSIVE  

FREE
Helenite Earrings
-a $99 value- 
with purchase of  

Helenite Necklace

Rating of A+

$99
Impossible Price 

Was $299, Now
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Footnotes in Texas History

L A R RY  M C M U R T RY  O N C E  claimed that he 
was mostly a book hunter who used his 
side hustle—being a writer—to finance 
his love of books and reading. He proved 
that with his 8,500-square-foot bookstore 
in tiny Archer City, near Wichita Falls.

My knowledge of that market, by com-
parison, amounts to about 5 square feet. 
So I stopped to see friends James Gannon 
and Blake Johnson. They operate a fine 
antiquarian bookstore called InkQ Rare 
Books in Addison. 

Gannon and Johnson have a great deal 
of McMurtry’s personal library on their 
shelves and a good deal of Bill Wittliff’s, 
too, among many others of all genres.  
It’s a magical place to browse (by appoint- 
ment only).

I wanted their insights on the value of 
Texas collectibles—wealth that might be 
sitting on your own shelf. They told me 
that there are many, many caveats to 
determining the value of a collectible 
book—things like first or limited editions, 
signed copies, and condition among them.

They hesitate to say what a book is 
worth without taking a close look because 
there are so many variables. But they 
were able to give me some general guid-
ance on retail values, which is the price 
you might get if a collector very much 
wanted your unique volume. 

McMurtry’s Lonesome Dove, in hard-
back, first edition, signed by the author,  
is worth a good deal: $500–$1,000, 
depending on provenance. 

 Listen as W.F. 
Strong narrates this 
story on our website.

 
Page Earners

Rare books can mean wealth on your shelf

B Y  W. F .  S T R O N G  •  I L L U S T R AT I O N  B Y  S H A W  N I E L S E N

Signed editions of Blood Meridian,  
Cormac McCarthy’s apocalyptic, anti-
Western opus written during the 20-some 
years that he lived in Texas, are worth 
much more because he didn’t sign books 
much at all: up to $10,000. 

Elmer Kelton’s critically acclaimed The 
Time It Never Rained could bring $600. 
What about Edna Ferber’s Giant? A signed 
first edition with a perfect dust jacket: $800.

Empire of the Summer Moon by S.C. 
Gwynne? The 2011 chronicle of the rise 
and fall of Quanah Parker and the Coman-
ches has been a mega bestseller for years. 
There are many, many copies out there, 
but a signed first-edition hardback might 
fetch $300–$500. 

As always, these are estimates. The 
market may be willing to pay a bit more  
or less, depending on many factors. 

And then there are the rare older books, 
less known by the general public but still 
wonderful because they captured snap-
shots of life on the frontier. 

For instance, The Trail Drivers of Texas 
by J. Marvin Hunter is worth perhaps 
$1,000–$2,000. And The Adventures of 
Big-Foot Wallace, published in 1870 by 
John Crittenden Duval, could fetch 
$5,000 or more. 

If you have Charles Siringo’s A Texas 
Cow Boy, published in 1885, you could have 
a little gold mine on your shelf. In 2022, 
that book sold at auction for $94,500.

Gannon and Johnson figure the most 
valuable Texas artifact is William B. Travis’ 
victory or death letter written at the Alamo. 
It’s housed at the Texas State Library and 
Archives, but if it were for sale, they esti-
mate it would go for at least $10 million 
and probably much, much more. D
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TCP Kitchen

Don’t Skimp
on Shrimp
This seafood is swimming in flavor—plus there’s firecrackers

B Y  V I A N N E Y  R O D R I G U E Z ,  F O O D  E D I T O R 

My mami worked as a teacher’s aide, and during her summer break  
she worked at the local shrimp factory. She sorted and packed shrimp 
alongside her friend Yolanda. They would walk home together, laughing, 
chatting and loaded with shrimp. This month seemed like the perfect 
opportunity to share her ceviche recipe. 

Shrimp Ceviche
1 pound shrimp, peeled and deveined 
1 cup fresh lime juice
1 serrano pepper, minced
1/3 cup finely diced red onion 
1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro, plus 

more for garnish
1/2 cucumber, seeds removed, finely 

diced 
2 Roma tomatoes, diced
2 tablespoons Valentina hot sauce 
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground black pepper
1 avocado, diced 
Tostadas or tortilla chips, for serving

 
1.	 Dice shrimp, cutting each into 3–4 
pieces, and place in a large glass bowl. 

2.	 Add lime juice and serrano and stir to 
combine. Cover bowl and refrigerate 1 hour. 

3.	 Stir in onion, cilantro, cucumber, toma-
toes, hot sauce, oregano, salt and pepper. 
Taste and adjust seasoning, adding addi-
tional hot sauce or salt if desired. 

4.	 Cover and refrigerate until ready to 
serve. 

5.	 Before serving, gently stir in avocado. 
Serve with tostadas or tortilla chips and 
cilantro to garnish.

S E R V E S  4 

 Follow Vianney Rodriguez as she cooks  
in Cocina Gris at sweetlifebake.com, where 
she features a recipe for Creamy Chipotle 
Lime Shrimp.
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$ 5 0 0   W I N N E R

Texas Two-Step 
Firecracker Shrimp 
Scampi
B A R B A R A  S AVA G E 
C O S E R V

Plump shrimp swimming in a 
spicy and buttery garlic lemon 
sauce is my idea of a good 
time. The Firecracker Cocktail 
Sauce brings the heat, which I 
couldn’t get enough of. I served 
this with plenty of bread to sop 
up the delicious scampi sauce. 

F I R E C R A C K E R  
C O C K TA I L  S A U C E

1/4 cup ketchup
1–2 tablespoons prepared 

white horseradish
2 tablespoons chunky salsa 
1 teaspoon fresh lime juice
Dash Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon salt 
Diced jalapeño peppers 

(optional) 

S H R I M P  S C A M P I

1½ pounds large shrimp, peeled and 
deveined

1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground black pepper
2 tablespoons olive oil
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter
5 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes (optional)
Zest of 1 lemon
Juice of 1/2 lemon
1/2–1 teaspoon finely minced jalapeño 

pepper, seeds removed
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley 

COOK’S TIP:  The Firecracker Cocktail Sauce 
can be easily adjusted for your spice level 
preference. The amount of horseradish, spice 
level of your salsa and whether you include 
jalapeño all will affect the heat of the sauce.

1 . 	F I R E C R A C K E R  C O C K TA I L  S A U C E 
In a small bowl, mix ketchup, 1 table- 
spoon horseradish, salsa, lime juice, 
Worcestershire sauce, salt and jalapeño, 
if desired, until well combined. Taste and 
add additional horseradish if desired. 
Cover and refrigerate until ready to serve. 

2 . 	S H R I M P  S C A M P I   Pat shrimp dry 
and season with salt and pepper. In a 
large skillet, heat olive oil and butter over 
medium heat until butter is melted and 
foamy.

3.	 Add garlic and red pepper flakes, if 
desired, cooking just until fragrant, about 
30 seconds. Add shrimp in a single layer 
and cook 1½–2 minutes per side, just until 
pink and opaque. 

4.	 Remove skillet from heat and stir in 
lemon zest, lemon juice and jalapeño. 
Sprinkle with fresh parsley. 

5.	 To serve, arrange shrimp on a platter 
and spoon garlic-lemon butter over the 
top. Serve warm with the cocktail sauce 
on the side for dipping or drizzling. 

S E R V E S  4 
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 $500 Recipe Contest
HOLIDAY TRADITIONS DUE JUL 10
Food and family are hallmarks of the holidays. What recipe 
brings your household together? We’ll print our favorites in 
the December issue, wrapping up $500 for the winner.
UPCOMING: SMOOTHIES  DUE AUG 10

ENTER
ONLINE

Shrimp Oliver
C H R I S T I E  P A R T E E 
T R I N I T Y  VA L L E Y  E C

The simplicity of this recipe caught my eye, 
but the flavor kept me coming back. Shrimp 
spiced up with Tabasco, cayenne and wine 
makes a great date night dish … swoon. 

4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter
2 tablespoons minced onion
3 cloves garlic, minced 
1 pound shrimp, peeled and deveined 
1 teaspoon paprika 
1/4 teaspoon Tabasco sauce
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 tablespoon flour
1 tablespoon water
1/4 cup white wine
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
Cooked rice or pasta, for serving

1.	 In a skillet over medium-high heat,  
melt butter. Add onion and garlic and  
cook 2 minutes, stirring frequently. 

2.	 Stir in shrimp, paprika, Tabasco and 
cayenne. Cover and reduce heat. Cook  
7 minutes or until shrimp are fully cooked. 

3.	 Stir in flour, water, wine and salt. 
Increase heat to high and cook, stirring 
constantly, 2 minutes, until sauce has 
thickened. 

4.	 Stir in parsley. Serve warm, over rice  
or pasta.

S E R V E S  4 
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Cajun Shrimp and  
Andouille Pasta
M A R K  M C N I E L 
P E D E R N A L E S  E C

McNiel has been whipping up this  
pasta since his college days at Texas  
Tech University. I can see why it would  
be a go-to after a day of classes and 
studying—it’s pure comfort. 

12 ounces uncooked rigatoni 
1 pound large shrimp, peeled  

and deveined
2 teaspoons Cajun seasoning
1 teaspoon smoked paprika
1 teaspoon dried rosemary
1 teaspoon celery salt
8 ounces andouille sausage, sliced 

diagonally into thin rounds
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon (1/8 stick) butter
1 red bell pepper, thinly sliced
5 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 shallot, finely diced
1/4 cup white cooking wine  

or dry white wine

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 cup heavy cream
1 teaspoon ground black pepper
1/2 cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese, 

plus more for garnish
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley, 

divided use

1.	 Cook rigatoni according to package 
directions, reserving 1/2 cup pasta water. 

2.	 In a bowl, combine shrimp, Cajun sea-
soning, smoked paprika, rosemary and 
celery salt. Stir to fully coat shrimp in 
seasoning.

3.	 In a large skillet over medium-high heat, 
lightly brown the sausage. Remove from 
pan and set aside. 

4.	 To the same skillet, add oil and butter. 
Add seasoned shrimp and cook 1–2  
minutes per side or until lightly browned. 
Remove shrimp and set aside.

5.	 Add bell pepper to the skillet and cook 
until softened, about 4–5 minutes. Add 
garlic and shallot and cook an additional 
minute, stirring constantly. 

6.	 Add wine and lemon juice to the skillet. 
Deglaze the skillet by vigorously scraping 
the browned bits from bottom of pan. 
Reduce heat and simmer 3 minutes. Whisk 
in heavy cream, pepper and Parmesan 
until smooth.

7.	 Remove skillet from heat. Stir in cooked 
pasta, sausage, shrimp and 1 tablespoon 
parsley. Stir in pasta water, as needed, if 
the sauce is thick. Serve with the remaining 
1 tablespoon parsley and Parmesan cheese 
to garnish.

S E R V E S  4
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PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST 
$5 Gold American 
Eagles at COST! It's 
that simple. These 

Government issued 
coins are the 

easiest and safest 
way to protect your 

money and your 
family! A 5 minute 
call can change 

everything. 
DON'T WAIT! 

(346) 445-6656
$409

per coin 
Vault Code:  

TXX7726

LIMITED TIME OFFER - 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

(10 COIN MAXIMUM - NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY)
SUPREME COIN AND BULLION 

Your future self will thank you 

CALL TODAY: 

• Portfolio Diversifier.
• Free of dealer Markup.
• Inflation Proof.
• Ultimate Safety Net.

"Gold is money. 
Everything else 
is credit." 

          - J.P. Morgan 

If you are buying as an
investment, a gift, or 

just safeguarding your 
cash, this is the perfect 
way to do so! We are 

looking forward to 
EARNING your 

business, not just 
gaining it!

24 HOUR PHONE LINE

(Offer may vary, $100,000 coverage not available in all states.)

CHOOSE $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 OR UP TO $100,000 COVERAGE

• Rates are based on your children’s or grandchildren’s present 
age and never increase for any reason.

• Monthly rates as low as $2.17.
• Benefits will NEVER be reduced or canceled if premiums are 

paid on time.
• Give your children a financial head start right now. Your 

policy builds CASH VALUE for your family’s needs.
 Policy Form #GWL2001 or GWLA001

$30,000 Children’s Life Insurance
• Rate schedule is based on your current age and is guaranteed 

for the life of the policy.
• Monthly rates as low as $3.49.
• Coverage is also available for your spouse and other family 

members.
• Benefits will NEVER be canceled or reduced for the life of 

the policy if premiums are paid on time.
 Policy Form #SRTCV/SRTCV R13 or R17, or #SRTCV90MA in MA

$100,000 Adult Life Insurance

BUY $100,000 LIFE INSURANCE
TOTAL OFFER

FREE INFORMATION
DETAILS

PERSONAL OFFER CODE:

XCCX18RQ

FINALLY ... LIFE INSURANCE YOU CAN AFFORD

EASY TO BUY
NO MEDICAL EXAM - SIMPLE APPLICATION  
NO WAITING PERIOD
BUY DIRECT
SCAN QR CODE FOR A FREE QUOTE

MONTHLY RATES AS LOW AS:
ADULTS: $3.49
CHILDREN AND  
GRANDCHILDREN: $2.17

$100,000.00
Non-Negot iable

PAY THE 
AMOUNT OF One Hundred Thousand Dol lars

SCAN TO 
VISIT US 
ONLINE

GLOBE LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY FREE INFORMATION

For Immediate Service Call 1-855-766-4181 
Or Visit ForGlobeLife.com

7460



30  TEX AS CO-OP POWER   JULY 2026 TEX ASCOOPPOWER .COM

Hit the Road
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JULY
9 		  Claude  [9–11] Caprock 

Roundup, (806) 310‑9044, 
claudetexas.com

10 	 Kemp  Aley Picnic,  
(903) 880‑3186, facebook.com/
groups/aleypicnic

11 	 Weatherford  Parker County 
Peach Festival, (817) 596‑3801, 
peachfestivaltx.com 

Kerrville  [11–12] Summer 
Market, 1‑800‑392‑9904,  
texasmarketguide.com

12	 Plano  ’70s Pop Up Market, 
(469) 422-3885,  
bit.ly/70spopupmarket

15 	 Childress  [15–17] Junior 
Rodeo Cowboys Association 
Rodeo, (806) 290‑2848,  
jrcarodeo.com

Fort Worth  [15–19, 21–26] 
Hamilton, (817) 212‑4280, 
basshall.com

17 	 Fairfield  [17–18] Fuzzy Peach 
Festival, (903) 389‑5792,  
fairfieldtexaschamber.com

Huntsville  [17–18] Texas 
Thimble Trail, (936) 329‑1376, 
texasthimbletrail.com 

18 	 Bonham  Margarita Rodeo, 
(903) 583-4811,  
bonhamchamber.com

Fredericksburg  Wrede School 
Open House, (830) 685‑3321, 
historicschools.org

Know Before You Go
Call ahead or check an event’s website for 
scheduling details, and check our website 
for many more upcoming events.

Waiting on the Wings
The world’s largest bat colony emerges from a cave outside San Antonio

B Y  C H E T  G A R N E R

T H E R E  A R E  T E X AS  S U N S E T S—and then there’s the sunset I saw on the  
outskirts of San Antonio one evening: 15 million bats blotting out the sun. 
Evenings like this can only be witnessed at the Bracken Cave Preserve, 
home to the world’s largest colony of bats and one of the largest concentra-
tions of mammals on the planet. 

After buying a required advance ticket online, I arrived just before dusk 
on the private property of Bat Conservation International as the summer 
heat began to fade and the air thickened with anticipation. I joined a group 
of batty tourists (like me) as we stood by and stared into a relatively small, 
eye-shaped hole in the ground. I couldn’t wrap my head around the fact 
that there were millions of Mexican free-tailed bats hiding inside. 

At first, it was subtle. A flicker. A ripple. Then the cave mouth began to 
churn like a living cloud. Suddenly, an endless ribbon of wings spiraled 
into the sky. 

It wasn’t a swarm but more of an organized cyclone twisting upward and 
over our heads. I felt bad for the first few bats that met the talons of hungry 
hawks waiting for their nightly meal. As the bat-nado grew, its fluttering 
sound turned into thunderous applause. I’ve seen bat colonies take flight 
before, but this was bigger and closer. And louder. 

These bats fan out across Central Texas, devouring more than 100 tons 
of insects before returning by dawn. Farmers love them, scientists study 
them and visitors like me just stand there, grinning like we’ve stumbled 
into one of nature’s best-kept secrets. 

The whole evening reminded me that some of the most extraordinary 
experiences in Texas don’t come with neon signs or funnel cakes but can 
still leave an impression that lasts a lifetime. D

ABOVE Millions of bats race past  
Chet in search of their nightly meal. 

Watch the video on our website  
and see all of Chet’s Texplorations  
on The Daytripper on PBS.
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23 	 Round Rock  [23–26] Brick 
Rodeo, brickrodeo.com

24	 Driftwood  [24–25] Hill 
Country Rally for Kids  
Barbecue Cook-Off,  
info@hcrally.com, hcrally.com

Victoria  [24–26, 30–August 
2] Singin’ in the Rain,  
(361) 576-6277,  
theatrevictoria.org

25 	 Bandera  National Day of  
the American Cowboy,  
(210) 920-5180,  
banderabusiness.com

Buffalo Gap  Tour de Gap,  
(325) 829-0617,  
tourdegap.com 

Giddings  Sip & Shop  
Christmas in July,  
(979) 542‑3455,  
business.giddingstx.com

28	 San Angelo  Buffalo Soldier 
Anniversary Day,  
(325) 657-4444,  
bit.ly/fortconcho

31 	 Schertz  Cibolo Creek  
Ducks Unlimited Banquet, 
(303) 915‑5371,  
bit.ly/cibolocreekdu

AUGUST 
4 		  Fort Worth  [4–9] Suffs,  

(817) 212‑4280, basshall.com

6 		  Corsicana  [6–9, 13–16]  
Finding Nemo Jr.,  
(903) 872‑5421, thewlac.com

 Submit Your Event
We pick events for the magazine directly 
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your 
October event by August 1, and it just 
might be featured in this calendar.

Scan the QR code to win 3 nights in a Hotel Parker casita and 
tickets for the Trappings of Texas Opening Weekend

40th Annual TRAPPINGS OF TEXAS
Opening Weekend: September 17-19

museumofthebigbend.com

Images from 2025 Trappings of Texas (L to R): Eagle and Flower Spurs by  
Jerry Galloway, Pease River Rebel by K.W. Whitley, Saddle by Troy West

Celebrate the 40th annual exhibit and sale of contemporary Western art 
and custom cowboy gear at Trappings of Texas. The show continues 
through October 31, 2026, at the Museum of the Big Bend on the Sul Ross 
State University campus in Alpine, Texas. 

In the heart of the Texas 
Hill Country visit 17 historic 

one-room schools built between 
1847 and 1936 by following 

the 120 mile Gillespie County 
Country Schools Driving Trail 

through the scenic 
Fredericksburg,Texas countryside. 

Restoring and Preserving 
Our History

A Driving Tour map and an Open House 
schedule are available on our website.

WWW.HISTORICSCHOOLS.ORG

All schools listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

Member of Country School Association of America.

FGCCS TXCOP 2019 1-6pg .qxp_Layout 1  3/28/19  11:28 AM  Page 1

Hit the Road
Event Calendar 
Fairs, festivals, food 
and family fun! Pick 
your region. Pick your
month. Pick your event. 
With hundreds of 
events across Texas
listed every month, 
TexasCoopPower.com
has something for you.

Plan now
TexasCoopPower.com/events
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As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary in 2026, 
Americans are honoring the enduring spirit of freedom first declared on 
July 4, 1776. This milestone year also marks four decades of the Silver 
Eagle, struck in one ounce of 99.9% fine American silver. Enhanced here 
with breathtaking finishes of 24-karat Gold, Black Ruthenium, or Rose 
Gold, America’s most collected silver coin has been elevated into a 
true masterpiece. Together, these commemorative 2026 Silver Eagles 
pay tribute to a nation built on determination, self-rule, and pride in its 
ongoing journey.

One of the Most Popular Silver Coins on the Planet.
First struck in 1986, the Silver Eagle is one of the most popular silver coins 
on the planet. The official silver bullion coin of the U.S., it’s revered for its 
classic Walking Liberty obverse design created by Adolph A. Weinman back 
in 1916 and impressive Eagle Landing reverse design created by artist Emily 
Damstra. These special 40th Anniversary coins are still official U.S. legal 
tender, struck in one ounce of 99.9% fine silver, but thanks to unique gilding 
they boast remarkable eye appeal that makes them stand out in a big way.

99.9% U.S. Fine Silver Coins Guaranteed.
The beautiful, unique gilded appearance of these coins 
makes them a valued addition to your collection that is 
sure to impress. Each is Brilliant Uncirculated, struck in 
99.9% Fine Silver—lavishly layered (gilded) in 24-karat 
Gold, 24-karat Gold with a Silver Liberty or a Silver Field, 
or in Black Ruthenium with a 24-karat Gold or Rose Gold 
Liberty. Quantities are limited! Only 1000 of each variety 
of the Gilded Silver Eagles are available, so hurry! 

Order More and SAVE!
SAVE nearly $50.00—when you order all five of these stunning Silver Eagles today. 

2026 American Eagle One-Ounce Silver Dollar Coin
457211   24K Gold    $139 + FREE S/H  
457210   24K Gold Field/Silver Liberty $139 + FREE S/H
457209   Silver Field/24K Gold Liberty    $139 + FREE S/H  
457213   Black Ruthenium w/24K Gold  $139 + FREE S/H  
457212   Black Ruthenium w/Rose Gold  $139 + FREE S/H  
457214   Complete 5-Pc Set   $645    SAVE $50
*Coin prices are not based on the precious metal content 
of the gold or ruthenium

FREE SHIPPING on every order! Thats an $11.95 value!

Limited time only. Standard domestic shipping only. 
Not valid on previous purchases.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-888-324-6498
     Offer Code GSE156-05

             Please mention this code when you call

250 YEARS OF AMERICA. 
40 YEARS OF THE SILVER EAGLE.
Limited to 1,000 Silver Dollars— Don’t Miss Out.

Reverse side features 
Emily S. Damstra’s 

beautiful landing eagle

Actual size 
is 40.6 mm

Black Ruthenium/
Rose Gold

24K Gold

24K Gold Field/
Silver Liberty

Silver Field/
24K Gold Liberty

Black Ruthenium/
24K Gold

• 1300 Corporate Center Curve, Dept. GSE156-05, Eagan, MN 55121
GOVMINT® is a brand of Asset Marketing Services, LLC (AMS). AMS is a retail distributor of coin and currency 
issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly specula-
tive and involves risk. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication 
but may change significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of our 
Terms and Conditions (www.amsi-corp.com/terms-conditions); to decline, return your purchase pursuant to 
our 30 day Return Policy (www.amsi-corp.com/product-return-policy). © 2026 All rights reserved.

Gilded in 
Ruthenium, 
24K Gold or 
Rose Gold!

Special Anniversary
Packaging comes with 

every Silver Dollar
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Seasoned
Snaps

Having learned a few things along the way, these 
readers choose their subjects wisely. All we know 
is, with this many years of experience behind the 
camera, you’re bound to have a few big shots.

C U R AT E D  B Y  G R A C E  F U LT Z

1  PA U L  G A R C I A 
M E D I N A  E C
“Taking in the beauty of the smallest things  
in nature.”

2  TO M  S LOT T 
G R AY S O N - C O L L I N  E C
“A different perspective on what really matters.”

3  M I C H E L E  B E N N E T T 
G V E C
“Wild turkeys in DeWitt County stay off the  
dinner table.”

4  L A U R A  B R E W E R 
C O S E R V
“Vibrant gazania flowers—almost a flush!”

Upcoming Contests
RIDE THE RAILS  DUE JUL 10	  
CHRISTMAS FAILS  DUE AUG 10	
BARNS  DUE SEP 10	            

 See Focus on Texas on our website for many 
more Seasoned Snaps photos from readers.

ENTER
ONLINE

2

3

1

4

FOCUS ON TEXAS
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A  S M A L L  R O C K  with the shape of Texas 
painted on it was recently found in the 
Netherlands. A message on the bottom 
directed the finder to “Keep or Hide”  
and included the name of a website. The 
finder posted a picture and indicated  
that the rock would be hidden again. 

How cool is that?
I first became aware of this trend during 

the pandemic when I was reading about 
ways people were sending positive vibes 
during social isolation. 

About the same time, I ran across the 
Facebook page for Fort Worth Rocks!! and 
found that many people were painting 
messages and pictures on rocks and hid-
ing them for others to find. When some-
one found a rock, they posted a picture  
of it and often included a comment about 
how finding it had brightened their day. 

I began painting rocks and hiding 
them in plain sight so that people in  
my area of rural North Texas would find 
them. They were colorful yet simple, 
with words like smile, joy and sing. 

And they were a big hit. Many of my 
neighbors still display their finds on their 
mailbox posts. One started a mini painted 
rock garden, and others use them as 
paper weights or mantel displays.  

Megan Murphy of Cape Cod, Massa-
chusetts, is credited with starting the 
trend of hiding painted rocks. One day in 
2015, she went to a beach seeking inspira-
tion and wondered if others might also be 
there for that reason. So she began paint-
ing messages on rocks and leaving them 
for others to find. From that emerged the 
Kindness Rocks Project.

The trend spread worldwide. While 
many painted rocks continue to include 
words or messages, they increasingly 
include more artwork. But the overall 
objective hasn’t changed: to spread kind-
ness. The hope is that finding a rock will 
brighten the finder’s day.

One of the most well-known locations 
in Texas is Parr Park Rock Art Trail in 
Grapevine. During the pandemic, resident 
Ron Olsen and his family painted 10 rocks 
and scattered them along the trail. The 
artwork began multiplying as other hikers 
added more. Thousands of rocks now 
line the path. 

I visited the trail for my birthday, and it 
was worth the drive. The sheer number of 
painted rocks was almost unfathomable. 
One stone indicated the park had 24,459 
painted rocks—a world record. Among 
rocks with Einstein’s face, the Beatles, 
realistic dogs and landscape scenes was a 
collection, each with a letter, arranged to 
spell out, “Will you marry me?” 

International Drop a Rock Day is July 3. 
So get painting—and watch where you’re 
walking. D

Heart of Stone
You too can deliver a dose of 
unexpected joy with a simple rock

  
B Y  J O B E T H  P I L C H E R
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Children look at the rocks 
at Parr Park Rock Art Trail in 
Grapevine. The park claims to 
have the biggest collection of 
painted rocks in the world.
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1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/31/2026. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 18 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase six (6) or more windows or entry/patio 
doors between 7/1/2026 and 7/31/2026. Only valid on initial visit. Subject to credit approval. 18-month Promotional Period: when no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if balance is paid in full before 
Promotional Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after Promotional Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on terms disclosed in the financing agreement. Financing is provided by various 
financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer 
applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently 
owned and operated. 2Based on testing of 10 double-hung units per ASTM E2068 20 years after installation. †It is the only warranty among top selling window companies that meets all of the following requirements: 
easy to understand terms, unrestricted transferability, installation coverage, labor coverage, geographically unrestricted, coverage for exterior color, insect screens and hardware, and no maintenance requirement. Visit 
renewalbyandersen.com/nationsbest for details. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.com “Renewal by Andersen” 
and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2026 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14201

Offer Ends 7/31/2026
Call for your FREE consultation.

844-742-1019
FINDYOURWINDOW.COM

Get a FREE consultation!  
Call 844-742-1019

TESTED, TRUSTED, AND TOTALLY PROVEN.2

JULY FINANCING EVENT
Order now and pay nothing until January 2028!

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 18 MONTHS1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 6 – INTEREST ACCRUES DURING PROMOTIONAL PERIOD BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 18 MONTHS

LIMITED
TIME

OFFER!
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WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2026 SEASON
Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And $AVE $$!

$1,000–$4000 Instant Rebate! 

Call 800-794-6839 (800-SWIMTEX) TODAY 
To Qualify for This Limited-Time Opportunity!

SWIM TEXSUN
STAYcation In Your Own Backyard!

Financing Available/Pre-Approvals
We Consider Anything of Value on Trade 
Our Pools Are Proudly Made in the U.S.A.

AMERICA’S BEST BUILT POOL—WE GUARANTEE IT!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: SWIMTEXSUN.COM

A FAMILY OWNED  
AND OPERATED TEXAS 
COMPANY SINCE 1986



➦




